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As we return to our study of the beatitudes, we find ourselves in vs. 9: 

“Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called sons of God.” Hardly 

could there be a more appropriate beatitude to follow our celebration of 

Easter as we focused on the difference the cross makes. The cross was the 

means by which Jesus purchased our reconciliation with God. Jesus Himself 

is the ultimate peacemaker. Without Him, no man could be restored to 

peace with God. Col 1:20 says that through Christ, God reconciled all things 

to Himself, “having made peace by the blood of His cross.” Divine 

peacemaking had a  great cost. It required humility and death. But not only 

is the peacemaking work of the cross essential for anyone to be reconciled 

to God, it is also necessary for people to find true and lasting reconciliation 

with each other. The gospel is a gospel of peace and without it there can be 

no true forgiveness or grace that restores.  

 

The Blessing of a Peacemaker 

  

Because God is the ultimate peacemaker is precisely why the blessing and 

joy of peacemakers is that they will be called sons of God. To be called sons 

of God is to be recognized as those who resemble the character of God 

Himself (5:44-45). We don’t become sons of God by making peace, we are 

shown to be sons of God when we seek peace because we are imitating 

God’s most crucial relational act through the cross.  

 

If we are already sons of God by adoption, why is it significant that we 

would be called sons of God? It’s a statement of favor, like saying, “he’s a 

man after my own heart.” It notes a special connection. Can’t you imagine 

the great delight God would have in seeing those whom He has reconciled 

to Himself at the cost of His Son’s humility, suffering and death doing the 

same, humbling themselves and dying to selfish interests for the purpose of 
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being restored to one another. What a living portrait of the gospel—

especially when we seek peace with an unbeliever.  

 

The Heart of a Peacemaker 

 

What does it mean to be a peacemaker?  

 

A peacemaker is not someone who avoids conflict. That’s a peace-faker. Nor 

is a peacemaker someone who compromises truth or purity for the sake of 

peace. That’s an unwise, divided heart—doublemindedness. James 3:17 

says, “wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 

reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without 

hypocrisy. And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace 

by those who make peace.” James is very clear that true peacemaking 

does not compromise purity. You may notice that in the beatitudes, 

the pure at heart precede peacemakers. Biblical peacemaking is not 

peace at any cost, when the cost means compromising God’s 

commands.  

 

A peacemaker is someone who faces the conflict, speaking the truth 

in love, with the intent to resolve the conflict in a God-honoring way, 

even if it requires personal sacrifice.  

 

Peacemaking begins in the heart. For example… 

 

� A peacemaker values the mind of Christ over self-interest.1 Self-

interest cannot be our highest value if we will be a peacemaker. Our 

downfall is that we get stuck looking at everything in terms of how it 

affects us and fail to see how other people in the conflict are 

affected—what its costing them. Does the Bible call us to have the 

mind of Christ at all times, except when we are in conflict? No, 

when Phil 2 calls us to put on the mind of Christ, it is in the context 

of imitating the humility with which Jesus went to the cross. In fact, 

conflict over matters of preference may be the best time for you to 



show Christ by the putting the needs and interests of the other 

person ahead of your own.  [Phil 2:3-11] 

 

� A peacemaker values relationships over money, possessions, time, 

and convenience. This is especially hard for us task-oriented people. 

Over the course of this week, take a careful look at where you 

prioritize relationships over against things like convenience, time, 

money, perfectionism. For example, I am a person who likes to be 

on time. That may be a good desire but it could set my family up for 

some real conflict if I hold it too tightly. What difference would it 

make in my approach if I could value relationships more than 

timeliness. It’s important to be on time for the dentist, yet 

wounding someone’s heart in the process of getting there has a 

lasting effect. Peacemaking is not just about major conflicts, but everyday life.  

 

Most of us will someday be involved in settling our parents’ estates. There’s 

nothing wrong with wanting an heirloom for sentimental reasons. But I have 

decided ahead of time that there is nothing in my parent’s house that is worth 

potential bitterness with one of my siblings. Kids, is your relationship with your 

brother or sister worth more than the last cookie?  

 

� A peacemaker doesn’t see life through the eyes of what he 

deserves, but what he can offer from a heart of compassion. It 

really helps to remember that the only thing we really deserve as 

sinners is God’s wrath. Yet we have been given a great reservoir of 

grace to share with others. It will help you be compassionate 

toward others when you remember that they too suffer from the 

side effects of sin and Satan’s dominion in this world. If I focus on 

what I think I deserve, I can easily fuel the conflict with my own 

idolatry. But when I posture myself as a servant, I can promote 

solutions.  

 

Perhaps the best way to summarize what’s been said about the 

heart of a peacemaker is that… 

� A peacemaker is more concerned about representing God than 

himself. If you can remember this alone, it will both protect you 
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from sinning and provide perspective on how to be a servant of 

God’s purposes. When I was march down the street to confront my 

neighbor whose dog had gone after my little girls, the only thing 

that restrained my anger and opened the door for a good outcome 

was repeatedly reminding myself over that 5 minute walk, “Lord, 

help me remember I’m representing you!” Some of the greatest 

opportunities we will have for the gospel in our neighborhood, is 

how we respond to conflict.  

 

The greatest test of a peacemaker is not our ability to mediate conflict 

between others (though we are called to do that ), but to act as a 

peacemaker when we ourselves are in a conflict with another person. 

Conflict is hard. Embracing humility in conflict is even harder. So let me offer 

you some practical HELP for peacemaking (draw in large part from Ken 

Sande’s, The Peacemaker).  

 

1. Honor God (1 Cor 10:23, 31) 

“How can I please and honor God in this situation by trusting, 

obeying and imitating Jesus, as well as serving others and growing 

to be like Christ?”2  

It may surprise you, but every conflict that arises in your life is an 

opportunity for you to honor and glorify God with Christ-like 

obedience. And its an opportunity for God to work in your life by 

shaping your character and calling you to maturity. We need to think 

of conflict as a matter of stewardship.  

In 1 Cor 10 Paul was dealing with a conflict in the early church over 

whether believers should eat meat from the market place that had 

been previously sacrificed to idols.  

Paul’s response was that its permissible for them to eat any meat, but 

that they should be careful not to wound the conscience of another 

believer. Paul summarize his conclusion this way: “All things are 

lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but 

not all things edify…Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever 



you do, do all to the glory of God” (vs. 23, 31). In other words, 

beyond what is permissible, beyond what I have a “right” to do, how 

can I honor God in the midst of this conflict?  

So how do we honor God in the midst of conflict?  

� By trusting God and being completely dependent upon Him 

rather than leaning on my own ways. 

� By obeying God every inch of the way—even if it is costly 

to me. Q: Where does the scripture support what I believe 

God would have me do?  

� By imitating Jesus in our attitudes, words, actions, and 

choices. Q: How am I going to reflect Christ to the other 

person by my response?  

� By serving the other person with both grace and truth. When 

I am in the middle of a conflict with another person, it’s not 

about me and it’s not about winning. Its not even about the 

other person, but about God and His purposes. Q: How can I 

serve the other person in the midst of our disagreement?  

Luke 6:27-28 ~ “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you; bless 

those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” 

 

� By allowing God to shape my own character to be more like 

Christ (and humility is key to all that God wants to do in my 

character).  

2. Examine Self (Matthew 7:5) 

How can I take responsibility for my part in this conflict?3 

This step is best accomplished by praying with an open Bible and an 

open heart. Jesus said, “First take the log out of your own eye, and 

then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye” 

(Matt 7:5). In other words, it’s impossible for us to address another 
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person’s sin or folly with integrity until we have agreed with God 

about our own hearts.  

The point that Jesus is making is that our own sin is always the 

greater issue for us to deal with, regardless of how greatly the other 

person has sinned against us.  

So what do we do when we recognize our own sin that has 

contributed to the conflict? We humble ourselves, we confess it to 

God and to the other person, and we ask for forgiveness.  

7 A’s of Confession4: 

1. Address everyone involved 

2. Avoid “If”, “But”, and “Maybe” (shifting the blame, 

minimizing or excusing your guilt ruins the confession). 

3. Admit specifically 

4. Acknowledge the hurt 

5. Accept the Consequences of your sin 

6. Alter your behavior 

7. Ask for forgiveness (and allow time) 

 

3. Love Others (Luke 17:3; 1 Tim 5:1) 

How can I loving serve others by helping them take responsibility 

for their contribution to this conflict?5 

There are times when being a peacemaker means that we not only have to 

deal with our own hearts, but that we also have to confront the sins of others. 

The NT calls us to lovingly rebuke those in sin.  

Jesus said, “If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.” 

(Luke 17:3). Paul captured the spirit in which we are to give rebuke when he 

said, “Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but rather appeal to him as a 

father, to the younger men as brothers, the older women as mothers, and the 

younger women as sisters, in all purity” (1 Tim 5:1). “If a man is caught in any 

trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking 

to yourself, lest you too be tempted” (Gal 6:1). 

 

5 Ken Sande, The Peacemaker, pg. 139. 



So how do we demonstrate Christ-like love toward someone that has 

sinned against us—even when we need to give a loving word of 

rebuke?  

� Overcome evil with good (Rom 12:21). 

� Come with a spirit of forgiveness (Col 2:12-14). Rather 

than clinging to the offense (do you want to resolve the issue 

or win the argument?) 

Col 3:12-14 ~ “As those who have been chosen of God, holy 

and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, 

and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint 

against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also 

should you. And beyond all these things put on love, which 

is the perfect bond of unity. 

 

� Speak the truth in love (Eph 4:15). Speak the truth for their 

benefit rather than for your own gain.   

� Seek to understand their perspective and circumstances 

(James 1:19). Ask clarifying questions rather than making 

accusations.  

James 1:19 ~ “…let everyone be quick to hear, slow to 

speak and slow to anger…” 

 
� Breathe grace rather than judgment (Eph 4:29). Give the 

benefit of the doubt. Bring the gospel, not just the law.  

Eph 4:29 ~ “Let no unwholesome word proceed from your 

mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification 

according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace 

to those who hear.” 

 

4. Pursue Reconciliation (Matt 5:23-24; 18:15; Gal 6:1) 

How can I demonstrate God’s forgiveness and encourage 

reconciliation?  

Regardless of what your role is in a conflict, God lays on you the 

responsibility to initiate reconciliation.  

 

� Offender ~ “If therefore you are presenting your offering at 

the altar, and there remember that your brother has 

something against you, leave your offering there before the 

altar, and go your way; first be reconciled to your brother, 

and then come and present your offering.(Matt 5:23-24) 

 

� Offended ~ “And if your brother sins, go and reprove him 

in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother. 

(Matt 18:15) 

 
Reconciliation is so important to God that regardless of which side of the dispute you are on, 

He expects us to take the initiative in seeking peace with our brother.  

Two things are absolutely essential for reconciliation. The first is that there is 

genuine repentance, taking personal ownership of our sin. The second is 

extending forgiveness as generously and freely as God has forgiven us.  

Why is reconciliation such a big deal? Because reconciliation is at the very 

heart of the gospel. God took the initiative, at great cost to Himself, to 

reconcile us to Himself through Christ (2 Cor 5:19). Seeking reconciliation in 

our relationships is one of the most powerful ways we live out the Gospel.  

Reconciliation may not always be possible, depending on the other person’s 

response. But Rom 12:18 says, “If possible, so far as it depends on you, be 

at peace with all men (Rom 12:18). How? By being peacemakers who… 

 

� Honor God (responsible before God) 

� Examine Self (responsible for our own hearts) 

� Love Others (responsible for how we deal with other’s hearts) 

� Pursue Reconciliation (responsible for healthy relationships) 

 

Do you find yourself in the midst of a conflict?  

What step do you need to take today?  

 

 

 

 



Perhaps the spirit of a true peacemaker is best captured in the prayer of 

Francis of Assisi:  

 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love. 

Where there is injury, pardon. 

Where there is doubt, faith.  

Where there is despair, hope.  

Where there is darkness, light.  

Where there is sadness, joy.  

 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled,  

as to console;  

To be understood, as to understand; 

To be loved, as to love. 

 

For it is in giving that we receive. 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned.  

It is in dying that we are born to eternal life.   


